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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Lhieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 


—~OJ0000—— 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 
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MONARCHY MORE SHADOW TIIAN REALITY—THE 
POWER BEHIND THE THRONE STEPPING BEFORE .IT. 


The history of these motley islanders becomes every 
day more mysterious. Almost every hour discovers 
some hew, or previously unknown spring in their ma- 
chine of government. He who believes what they say 
of their own system, will know nothing of it. . The.cu- 
rious engineer must look with his own eyes at its various 
movements, and conjecture for himself the secret causes. 
‘ Trust not te appearances,” was never a more requisite 
caution tlign im Britain; the political surface of which 
resembles .2., vast Quagmire with a deceitful covering of 
apparently wholesgme verdure, but in reality, incapable 
of affording’ any thing like firm footing te the adven- 
turous, Whom if tempts to tread upon the dangerous 
grounc. Nothing is real. The shadows of men ‘that 


inove about this empire are not men. They are less 
Vou. IX, Nos. 


















:' 

i 
| 
| 





A434 THE BLACK DWARF. 





substantial in the essence of manhood. than even the 


spectres of their forefathers, for they dare not even frown 
at their oppressors. Woman ought to be ashamed of 
having brought the things into the world: ; and spirited 
children might blush to owe them life. The part they 
are sul posed lo play in the political drama, is all a 
mockery. ‘Their pretended share in the legislature is all 
afarce. They are taxed without being epresented : — 
and laws are made for them, on the provisions of which 
they are neither directly, nor indirectly censulted. The 
most diabctical of the doctrines of despotism, are tau geht 
by their Stat tesmen, and their Bonzes :—one of iicais 
having had the audacity to declare to this island of rea- 
SONERS aa fi eemen, * that speculative and philosophical 
a ert upon the subject of government, though 
‘they might be allowed did more ‘harm than good :— 

“¢ but that public discussions of such topics, ought to be 
“* prevented; and that Le did not know, in fact, what 
“the mas of the people, in any coun‘ry, had to do with 
** the laws, but to obey — 1” Such language uttered 
among a free peop le, woul 


stripping the audacicus knave of all his authority ; and 


after having been plucked as bare as the silly jay who 
fancied the feathers he had borrowed, or stolen, gave him 
a right to be insolent to those w hom he had plundered, 
he would have been turned on to the public common, as 
a laughing-steck to the wise, and a beacon to other 
fools! But the Bishop knew the things he had to deal 
with; his language suited the degr adation of the slaves 
lo whom he spake. They felt they had nothing to do 
with the laws but te obey them—and they had not cou- 
yage to assert the rights that were denied them. <A httle 
while afterwards, another Bishop declared, before the as- 
sembled aristocraey, that God to his own secret pur- 
poses, directs the werst dctions of tyrants no less 
than the best of godly Princes : — man’s abuse, 
therefore, of his delegated authority, is to be borne 
with resignation, like any other of God’s judg- 
ments. Tae opposition of the “ inelividual to thesover- 

““ eign power, is an opposilion to Gods providential 
arrangements.” This language, this direct blasphemy 


of P: as oulrage upon the common 
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of Providence, as well 
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sense, and infamous treason to the rights of man, was 
heard without any punishment reaching the terrible 
traitor. The lightning of public indignation scathed not 
a hair of the head of this mitred parasite of power. The 
thunder of the public voice was not raised against his con- 
tinuance in an office for which this sycophancy unfitted 
him. He proclaimed these insults in the face of the 
nation, and retained still the enormous emoluments which 
he drew from his situation. The pensioner of the public 
insulted his masters. with impunity! The freemen of 
Britain were unable to avenge themselves. They felt 
that power and place was every thing—that the things 
who should have been men were only drudges, who 
might murmur, but had no courage to remonstrate. 
Still more recently a mitred courtier prayed that the 
monarch might be shielded from “‘ the madness of the 
“* people,” because their complaints and displeasure met 
his carriage at every corner of the streets. And another 
milred minion of the system, proclaimed in answer to 
those complaints, that “a King was incapable of commit- 
“* ting anact of folly, much less of vice.” Asa preliminary 
qasis for such doctrmes, the bonzes very wisely require 
“ a prostration of the heart and understanding” before 
their authority—and a great proportion of this free and 
enlightened state, bend as implicitly to the priesthood, 
as the Dutch to the decrees of the mighty Emperor of 
Japan, when he bids them crawl upon their bellies to the 
foot of his throne, and lick the dust up in his presence. 
Nor is it only the bonzes who are thus paramount to the 
people. Any minion of office, who has audacity enough 
to play the tyrant, may play the part with impunity. 
There is no means left to the people of reaching his 
responsibility ;—and if he happen to be the leading 
minion of the system, he may dictate to the sovereign 
wilh as much facility and security, as he tramples on the 
rights of the people. The power of the nation is not more 
abused than the name of the sovereign. Perhaps it is 
less so; for a nation deserves to suffer from the abuses 
whick it permits to exist ; while a monarch has no remedy 
for the evils that attend his situation. Let him be as 
discriminating as he will, the greatest part of what he 
should see will be for ever hid from him; and one ofthe 
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best arguments that [ have ever heard urged against 
monarchy, is, that no man is qualified, or can be yua- 
lified, to discharge with propriety the duties which 
the good government of a state would require at 
his hands. ‘This is as true, as that be must have 
officers to superintend the almost countless depart- 
ments of the government;—and where the no-~ 
minal morarch is obliged to employ others, it 
is those who are employed who govern, and 
nol the person Who employs them. Thus a pretended 
royal authority is divided and parcelled out, until no- 
thing remains in the hands of the Royal Personage ; not 
even the common authority of a private gentleman in the 
appointment of his servants ; for one who is too power:: 
ful to be dismissed, threatens to retire unless he is per- 
mitted to choose his colleagues; and thus a nominal 
Sovereign is only the splendid pensioner of thases who 
call themselves his vassals, but who are in reality his 
masters ; for if his inclinations are thwarted, and his 
judgment over-ruled, he may hold the sceptre, but le is 
not, except in empty name, a King! Jt is the curse of 
a bad system, that the Monarch cannot appeal to the 
peop le, to release him from the shackles of faction. He 
is taught to dread them as monsters, and they tobe jea- 
lous of him,.as one who secks only to encrease his power. 
The principle of Monarchy is bad, because it aims at 
what human power cannot accomplish, and what, there- 

fore, human ambition has no right to aim at ; but Kings 
would be much better than they are, if they could be 
kept cut of the bands of courtiers. They would rarely 
have any power to do good, but they would be as little 
inclined to do any extensive mischief. f, if they had only 
their own appetites to consult; but when faction obtains 
a delegation of royal power, we have ten thousand Mo- 
narchs instead ef one; and the actual wearer of the 

crown may Ue, in reality, the least amongst them. 

T he journals of the day forcibly illustrate this doctrine, 
by telling us that the King of this countr y had a decided 
objection to the introduction of a certain merry jester 
into the cabinet ; one whose wit is so very boisterous, 

that the little judgment he has tries in vain to keep it in 
subjection to the ordinary rules of decorum ; one whe 
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will jest, though age, and infirmity, and anguish, are 
the subjects of "his merriment, One might have thought, 

that such a man would have no weight with the nation 
that could force him upon the counc ‘ils of his Sov ereizn. 

Nor had he. © The nation would as soon have elected to 
the situation which he desired, any ordinary pauper who 
wanted good pay, and little duty. As a candidate for 
such an office, the nation would not have Jistened to his 
claims; and thougi the alleged cause of the Monarch’s 

dislike was, perhaps, his only solitary merit in the eyes 
of the nation, yet that solitary claim was $0 partial and 
cowardly in its nature, that it could win him no esteem, 
nor render his rejection matter of surprize. He feared 
to join in the persecution of the late Queen ; and he even 
had the hardihood to proclaim her, whom the ——— 
endeavoured to destroy as the shame of her sex, to be 
‘“ the grace, life, and ‘ornament of society .” but having 
done this, and having refused to assist in her destruction, 

he was mean enough to leave “ the grace; life, and 
‘¢ ornament of society ” to be destroyed “by her enemies, 
without the slightest endeavour on his part to save her 
reputation, or her life. He refused, indeed, to jein 
the dogs in the chase; but he offered no shelter to 
the persecuted deer: and had the hounds succeeded in 
her destruction, there is no security that he would 
have declined an invitation to the banquet. Yet is 
this man appointed to fill up the opening occasioned 
by Lord Castlereagh’s search for the cardtid:—and not 
even royal dislike could keep him out of the royal 
counsels. Wouldst thou be King of England on such 
terms? Wouldst thou have thy bald head, and thy little 
fiery eyes, stamped upon the coin of that kingdom— 
wouldst thou have thy name affixed to proclamations and 
play-bills, as King of England, without the liberty of 
chusing thy political footmen? I think thou hast ‘too 
touch spirit; and I believe that no man would submit to 
this degradation if he could avoid it. But cobweb after 
cobweb has been twined around the royal arms, until 
ordinary strength is insufficient to break the bonds. 
Who, thou wilt a usk, is the great man who thus dictates to 
the sovereign! T he papers tell us that it is Lord Liver- 
pool; that very Lord Liverpool who was always con- 
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sidered one of the wedges that Lord Castlereagh was 
accustomed fo use in his splitting up of the national 
liberties. Liverpool had a fair private character; and 
whenever a block was to be split, a good private charac- 
ter is the best wedge to throw in. [It makes way fora 
bad public one to accomplish wonders. Jt was that very 
Lord Liverpool who preferred a san suinary canflict ua 
the streets of the metropolis, and the hazard of the des- 
truction of the me tropolis itself, rather tvan the corpse 
of his late Queen should pass decorously to ils last 
home, amidst the respect and the sympatiy of the 
peo ople :—and who actually ordered its escort to hew a 
passage through the multitude for the dead body! I 
was this man, the journals tell us, who also contends 
that the bene wolence of Heaven is a curse to man, whe 
has introduced by virtue of his own authority, the Right 
Honorable George Canaingz into the cabinet ! if this 
be true, what is “the royal ‘author tty? If this be true, 
what becomes of the respect for the monarchy, which 
is recommended to the people, but not entertained by 
their rulers?) Hf this be true, what is the sovereign but 
“a eypoer in the great account,” while the prime minis- 
ter is all in all!’ Of what value is power so fettered, 
and authority so restrained? The minions and patrons 
ofa bad system find themselves eae of controuling a 
King, and dictating to the pe ople! With this power, 
are they not im reality the sovereizn arbiters of the fate 
of the ition? = W hile they cringe, fand f; Lwn, and flatter, 
is It nol in mockery te a throne, the "se of w hich 
they can subdue to their own views? If Lord Liver- 
pool makes the ministry in opposition to the wishes of 
the King, and the ministry governs the nalion in oppo- 
siiion to its feclings, is not Lord Liverpool the great 
master of all? The conclusion is inevitable. If it is 
said that Lord Liverpool has a right to name the condi- 
tions oa wWhica be will remain ia office, I answer, upon 
his professed prenveiples he has not. Itis Ais duty, if 
he means what he says upon his allegiance to the mo- 
varch, lo receeve the orders of his fsing, and not to 
issue his own—it is his to obey, and not io dictate. 
Paine says tlie only aifferenice between republicans and 
eourtiers is, that the turmer hate it be 


‘ause they believe 
it to be something >; while the latter 


deride it, because 
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they Anovw it lo be nothing. If the journals are right, 
my Lord Liverpool is illustrating this position :—he is 
treating monarchy as nothing ; and by introducing such 
men as “Mr . Canning into its service, he is in effect teaching 
others to estimate it as highly as he estimated it himself 
While Azs rezgn lasts, however, commend me to 
King Liverpool. To him should courtiers bow the 
Knee, and all the host of sycophants adore with 
praises and thanksgivings. To him should prayers be 
addressed :—and when ‘“* hosannahs to the highest upon 
earth” are sung, Lord Liverpool should take off his 
night-cap and make his obeisance to the crowd, if it be 
worth his while to notice earthly praise at all. It was a 
bold challenge to royalty, for Lord Castlereagh to have 
m inaged the arrangement at the Coronation so dexte- 
rously, as that he might wath first, as if the Coronation 
were his own, and “he the hero of the day ;—but it 
was little to the daring of Lord Liverpool, which 
should be recorded in letters of brass in the annals of the 
court, as a lesson to other ministers tow to dare, and to 
future monarchs how tosu/mt! Tiow far the ministe- 
rial encroachment may be carried, it is difficult to 
guess. Report attributes to Lord Liverpool the merit 
of having scared Sir B. Bloomfield from tie confidential 
employment of the monarch; and it is not impossible 
that he may carry his vigilance so far, as to insist upon 
the appointment of the cooks and scullions of the palace, 
under the dread alternative that he wil! resign! If 
the King could but have known how little the nation 
would regret, or safler by, the resignation of that great 
Mui, he would have been more lik ‘ly to have burst 
into a loud horse-laugh at the threat , than to have at- 
tended to its object. But nature has been very unkind 
to Kings (if indeed she ever meant to make any) by 
furnishing them only with one pair of eyes, when they 
have need of a hundred, anid but with one pair of ears, 
when a thousand would barely serve their turn. Hence 
[ conclude, that nature does not care whether they see or 
not; and infer thet reason should take other methods 
than these now in use to supply the deficiency. But 
those are topics on which it is not always wise, or safe 
to expatiate; sol shall conclude by remoming 
Thy Friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARS 
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NORTHERN UNION—CASE OF MR. LEWIS. 


































TO THE EDITOR. 

SIR, 

{ have much pleasure, in having to communi- 
caling to you the result of a mee ling of friends to the 
cause of Radical Reform, which was ‘lately eld for the 
purpose of promoting the Great Northern Union of 
Radical Reformers. Persons from the towns of Brad- 
ford, Halifax, ffuddersfield, Waketield, Leeds, &c. 
assembled, and it was unanimously arreed, that it is the 
duty of all the friends to liberty to use their united 

exertions lo promote the cause of Radical Reform on 
the basis of universal suflraze, annual parliaments, and 
election by ballot. [twas also unanimously resolved that cir- 
culars be printed and circulated in this extensive county, 
calling upon the Reformers to unite, for the purpose of 
promoting ihe cause of Radical Refor m; and it was the 
unanimous opinion of the meeting that a ‘letter should be 
addressed to each of the political writers, respectfully 
requesting them to cease those personal bickerings, and 
direct all their efforts towards the accomplishment of that 
great object for which they have so long, and so ably 
contended. 

I have attended many Meetings of the friends to Re- 
form ; and I never was more gratified with witnessing 
such a general devotion to the cause as was manifested 
on that occasion. Another Mecting will be held in three 
weeks, at which the circulars will be ordered to be 
printed ; and, may we not expect, that means will be 
used to rouse the people of this great county to a sense 
of their duty. I have been more anxious to call the 
Reformers together, since Mr. Fawkes made his public 
spirited appeal to the Freeholders of this county, on the 
subject of Parliamentary. Reform :—zs an opinion had 
gone forth, that there were but few Radical Reformers 
at present; and that any plan might be carried in the 
Castle Yard, however pailial or ‘unjust. The Radical 
Reformers , howev er, are not diminished, but increased, 
in numbers ;. and if they have been resting on their oars, 
they are ready on all occasions to use their utmost 
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exertions lo promote that cause for which their ore- 
fathers bled; and in the bope that the people of England 
will at last unite,and make one general effort to promate 
the cause of Radical Reform, 
1 remain, Sir, 
Your’s sincerely, 
JAMES MANN. 
Leeds, Sept. Lith, 1822. 





This letter may form the text to some remarks on the 
state of the Northern Union, which we have intended to 
offer for some weeks past. ‘he advantage of such a 
Union is the extent to which it may be carried. If the 
great body of the Reformers could be brought into re- 
gular correspondence by such means, half of the labour 
necessary to accomplish a Reform, would have been 
accomplished. But such a Union must be the work of 
time, and incessant perseverance. What may be eflect- 
ed by such means, is not Seen by many a! the first glance 
at the question. Others, who see well enough what 
might be accomplisaed, if ‘the Union were complete, de- 
spair of its being ever realized:—and there are some few 
whose faculties are so blunted, that they broadly contend 
no advantage could arise from the advocates of Reform 
possessing seats in the House of Commons. But the 
latter are so few in number, and their proposition is so 
glaringly absurd, that it is unnecessary to waste any 
time upon them. "Reason, history, and living experience, 
proclaim them too decid edly in error, to merit any rea- 
soning with:—as they proclaim themselves ignorant of 
the past, deaf to the present, and blind to the future. 
No opposition can be made, in any shape, to oppression, 
Which is net favourable to freedom! Out of the House, 
the advocates of liberty are eomoatting without defensive 
armour the miitions of the system, who are clad in mail- 
proof law against any effectual attack. In the House, 
there is an opportunity of meeting the patrons of corrup- 
tiou face to face, and coming to close quarters with them. If 
there bea possibility , then, of meeting them on that ground 
if would be an advantage todo so. The question of 
whether it can be done, is only to be determined by the 
experiment. If it should fail, there could be little lost ; 
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bul if it should succeed, a great deal might be gained. 

Those who are rational, cannot expect any etlect without 
corresponding exertions :—and it is well known that 
perseverance frequently finds modes of success, which 
never present themselves to indolence and des spair. 

Every important measure is slow in its progress at the 
outset. The jealousy of some, the timidity of many, and 
the apathy of more, combine to check the necessary eX- 
ertion. But it is on these very grounds, that those who 
are convinced of the salutary nature of any measure, 
should persevere in endeavouring to bring it into prac- 
tice. All the obstacles which ignorance, or malevolence, 
throws in the way of what is really useful, will gradus lly 
disappear; and reason will ultim ately triumph. 

There is one great good that. must result from local 
Unions of the Reformers ; which is, that those who are 
suffering persecution in the cause of Reform, may have 
an immediate means of communicating with those who 
are in duty, and in honor, bound to let them suffer no 
other privations than are inevitable. We have before 
remarked, that the first duty of the Reformers is, to as- 
sist those who are suffering in their cause. Every thing 
should be subservient to this duty ; and ail the unions of 
ihe Reformers should remember, that it is only the sur- 
plus of their subscriptions, a(ter the sufferers are pro- 
tected, that ia justice belongs to the: funds for the prose- 
cution of ulterior measures. A case now in point will 
illustrate this principle. Mr. W. G. Lewis is at present 
a prisoner in Oakham Gaol, under a sentence of 2 years 
Mnpmaonment, and a fine of 501. for the publication of a 
«“ sad seditious libel,” in the phraseology of boroughmon- 
ger justice as by law established : ; but “for what we should 
have denominated a friendly caution to a certain great 
man, not to trust too much to the advice of the inter ested: 
slaves about him. The term of Mr. Lewis’ imprison- 
ment expires in November next; but he has no means 
of prying the fine of 50!.; and there is, besides, a de- 
tainer lodged against him, at the suit of the Excise, for 
the sale of breakfast powder, which has since been leva- 
lized by the Legisiature. Here, then, is a sum of 1601. 
to be paid, before Mr. Lewis can hepe _ regain his i- 
berty. The fines owgAt to be remitted, because he jas 

















TYE BLACK DWARP. 443 


no personal means of paying them. His means of live- 
lihood have been destroyed by two years imprisonment, 
and 5 crown prosecutions ; but his persecutors will care 
nothing for this. They will have their bend (their money ), 
or its full equivalent in anguish. He must pay them in the 
horror of seeing his wife and children pine through a 
dismal winter, the /A2rd of his existence in a Ww retched 
dungeon, almost intolerable in the winter months, with 
the privations that a prisoner must endure. Surely, the 
reformers will not see entailed upon this persecuted indi- 
vidual, the horrors of a third winter, for the want of the 
sum of £150. It would be a sad indication of that want 
of public integrity upon which alone the freedom of a 
state can be erected:—and J most earnestly recommend 
his case to the consideration of every Union, as one 
which demands a prompt interference in his behalf:— 
that when his term of imprisonment expires, he may not 
linger in the pestilential atmosphere of a cold, damp, 
dungeon, exposed to the ill-usage of a gacler, against: 
whom he has already found ‘it_ ne cessary to prefer 
charges to the Magistracy. The Birmingham Union, 
with | an honest eagerness to discharge the: first duty of 
a political association, have agreed upon the publication 
of the following address in behalf of Mr. Lewis, which 
wlil be read with proportionate interest by all those whe 
will pause to consider the amazing disadvantages which 
those individuals labour under, who have the courage to 
meet single-handed the hydra of corruption—who brave 
the monster in her den—and “ seck her there, and make 
her tremble there,” cased as she is in ribs of steel, and 
armed at all points for offensive warfare. 
AN ADDRESS 

from the Committee of the Birmingham Union, or 

Patriots’ Friend Society to their townsmen, and to 

the nation at large. 

The partisans of despotism are never piote daring, never 
more alive to crush the tiberties of a nation, than when they 
are allowed to proceed unmolested i their career ; opmhen, 
by.an apathy as cowardly as it is disgraceful, the people sutier 
those individuals who have boldly stood forward to defenu the 
rights of their fellow-citizens, to be left to pine away their days 
m unholesome dungeons, ueglected and disregarde d— 
he nce it is, that, when oppression has selected its victims, met 
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have not been wanting to ridicu/e their sufferings, and lane 
at a recital of the miseries they were compelled to endure :— 
hence it is, that many of the bravest spirits of the land have 
been consigned, some to the scaffold, and others to the solitary 
cell. 

It is, however, a cheering consolation to find that the peo- 
ple in general are become more disposed to cast aside this de 
era ding stupor, and act as their interests require, and as their 
country and posterity demand. Already, checked in their 
course, it would appear that the enemies of popular liberty 
have despaired of crushing the enerzies of the Reformers by 
persecution ; and that they are, by this time, fully sensible of 
the weakness of the atiempt. Yes:-~they have discovered 
that “ DUNGEONS CANNOT HOLD THE SOUL;” and 
struck with consternation and terror, it requires only resolution 
and perseverence on the part of the united reformers, to obtain 
a glorious triamph. 

But it should be recoilected that many praiseworthy indivi- 
duals are stil! uadergoing imprisonment, tor having bcen honest 
enough to assert the freedom of the nation, and to stimulate 
their countrymen to imitate their example: future ages will 
contemplate with horror the sufferings and privations many of 
them were doomed to undergo; and, in pags to a few 
years back, they will shed a tear of sympathy for the fate of 
the brave and unfortunate OGDEN, of Manchester; who, for 
the hizh crime of being a disinterested patriot, was torn from 
his fawily, draggea to apestilential dungeon, and loaded with 
chains, the weight of which, in conjunction with his natural 
infirmities, produce d such excruciating torture and bodily suf- 
fering, that at one time his entrails were in the hands of his 
surgeon! Lf 

Among the Reformers now incarcerated, perhaps no person's 
case is more peculiarly subjected to hardships than that of 
Mr. W. G. Lewis, a prisoner in Ockham Goal, in the County 
of Rutland:—This gentleman’s exertions are known to the 
whole kingdom ; and particularly to the town of Birmingham, 
and it is hoped every well wisher to the glorious and heart— 
cheering cause of Liberty, will Jend a fries idly hand to extricate 
him from his unmerited confinement: the term of his i im pri 
so unent expires on the 25th of November next; and, previous 
to his liberation, he must not only find security for his good 
behaviour, but also paya tne of eens 100/, of sich. Was 
imposed for stilling Breakfast Powder *; and the remaining 
501. for what the law-authorities were pleased to call a “ sedi- 
tious libel!” It is generally known that Me, Le wis’s tinances 








* Since Mr. Lewis's peer the sale of reasted grain has 
been legalised by Act of Parliament, 
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are such as will preclude him from paying his fines, at the ter- 
mination of his sentence ; and even if it were in his power to 
diseharge them, it would be the duty of the people to prevent 
him, by raising the money by a subscription among them- 
selves; he having sufered in attempting to secure to them a 
great practical good. Ina case of this description, an appeal 
ought not to be necessary to rouse the Reformers to the per- 
formance of their duty; and unless they come forward, and 
act as they are bound todo, by the ties of humanity and jus- 
tice, they will allow a never-dymg stigma to ettach .itself to 
their character, and suffer one of the most forward of their body 
to drag out his life in the worst of bondage. 
Signed by order of the Committee, 
THOMAS LAKINS, Chairman. 
Coffee Rooms, Union Street, Sept. 16, 1822, 
The smallest subscriptions will be thankfully received in 
Bimingham, by Mr. Edmonds, Union Street; Mr. ‘Tibbitts, 
68, Dale Fnd, and Mr. Thomas Lakins, High Street, Bordes- 
ley; and the reformers of Manchester. Leeds, Nottinglam‘ 
Coveutry, Leicester, and throughout the country, are solicited 
to lend their assistance upon the present occasion ; aud forward 
their collections to Mr. T. J. Wooier, 70, Fleet Street, 
London, who has accepted the office of General Treasurer. 


Accompanying this address was the following letter 
from Mr. Williams, the Secretary of the Commilttee:— 

SIR, 

I am requested by the Committee for raising sub- 
scriptions towards paying the fines imposed’ upon Mr. 
Lewis, to solicit your acceptance of the office of Gene- 
ral Treasurer. Ue assured, Sir, that if you should so 
far honour us, as to take upon yourself this office, you 
will confer a favour, which it will be our study to repay 
by every exertion in our power. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
JOHN WILLIAMS, Sec. 

Birmingham, Sept. 17, 1822. 

To this request, | cannot hesitate, to state in reply, that 
anxious to contribute as far as possible to the assistance 
of any persecuted individual, I should have particular sa- 
tisfaction in mitigating the undeserved suflerings of Mr. 
Lewis; and that I accept the office in the full convic- 
tion that his fines will not be remitled ; and the conse- 
quent necessity that his friends, and the great body of 
the Reformers, should exert themselves in his behalf, 
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LEGISLATORIAL INTERFERENCE ON BE. 
HALF OF ASSES ;— 
With some Specimens of the Humanity of Gentlemen, &c. 
Mr. Dwarr— 
Among the many torments which distract this country, 


you have justly remarked may be calculated that cc of 


degislation which among other things has produced the 
New Marriage Act, and Mr. Martin’s Bill for taking 
asses into parliamentary protection. Not that I have 
any personal objection to either measure, for I ar already 
married ;—and though a driver of four-legzed asses, 
which [ am sometimes obliged to cudgel into compliance, 
much in the same way that the friends of Mr. Martin 
cudgel two-legged asses into submission :—1 never do it 
without reason, (which is more than Mr. Martin and his 
friends can say) and have nothing to fear from the inter- 
ference of their grave worships, the just-asses. I can 
also add, that my asses are plump and sleek ; which is 
more than can besaid for Mr. Martin’s asses in Ireland; and 
though I witl not swear that you would never find the 
mark of the stick upon their backs, T will swear that they 
are never pinched in their bellies ;— and if this had been 
the case with all Mr. Martin’s two-leg: ged brethren, I 
should have saved the profit of a hard day’s dealings mn 
greens and brick dust, amounting to half-a-crown, which 
I] put into the plate at a subscription to feed the puor 
creatures who help to feed Mr. Martin ;—and I ean here 
tell him, that if | had several times reminded my asses 
that I had a switch in my hand, the subscription would 
have lost a few pence; for the poor creatures, not having 
read the melting appeals of the committee, thought but 
little of the good I was driving them about to a accomplish. 
I should much like to know what occasioned Mr. 
Martin’s partialéty for asses! I have heard he is a 
staunch ministerialist, and that he is very fond of tythes 
and taxes ;—and I know if it were not for asses, of one 
sort or another, there might be some deficiency i in these 
matters, and a lack of means at the treasury. But why 
Mr. Martin should be so anxious to mend the treatment 
of the asses belonging to poor folks, while he leaves the 
rich to treat theirs as they like, is the mystery I want 
cleared up. As to the law about the matter, it is alla 
arce>—and instead of preventing any ill-treatment, it 
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will occasion a great deal more than it will ever prevent. 
For your brutes who delight in torturing either asses that 
can speak, or asses that cannot, can always find plenty 

of ways and means to indulge their humour unmolested. 
What happens in the streets, of that sort of cruelty, is 
not a tenth part of what takes place elsewhere:—-and even 
if a Christian brute should be occasionally caught by 
Mr. Martin, and imprisoned for his brutality, what is to 
prevent him from having his revenge when Mr. Martin 
is out ef the way? Don Quixote, I once read, interfered 
with a master who was flogging his apprentice, and made 
him leave off while he stood by; but as soon as the 
Knight Errant was gone, the lash was only applied the 
more forcibly. Let Mr. Martin remember he is but a 
similar sort of a scare-crow, and should never lose sight 
of any long-eared friend, if he want to keep his back 
uncudgelled. T want much to be informed why Mr. 
Martin did not put in clauses to make it penal to cut off 
the ears, and tals of dogs, asses, and horses; and 
above all, to make it a high misdemeanor to fire the 
tails of horses, in order to make them suit the taste of 
the high-bred gentry, who are so solicitous about the 
soot treatment of our asses! J never saw any brute, in 
| the most frantic fury, inflict so much pain on a jack ass, 
as the horse-menders for the gentry inflict upon horses 
by this process. ‘To cut several gashes in a horse’s tail, 
and then to sear the wounds with red hot irons, is a 
pitch of barbarity and brutality, of which jack-ass drivers 
would be ashamed ; and yet somebody pointed out to me 
two fine animals who had been tortured in this mode, 
drawing Mr. Martin along the streets, probably in search 
of some unlucky fellow of the lower orders, who might 
let his stick fall teo heavily on the beast he was driving. 
Agait, why are not the drowning of kiltens and pup- 
pies, and the kicking of cats and dogs, prohibited by 
law. They are quite as cruel, and evince as much hard- 
ness of heart, surely, as beating a jack-ass, or a horse. 
[ have heard some strange stories of these tender- 
hearted gentlemen, that are not calculated to make me 
eive them oreat credit for humanity. They eat oysters 
alive in common with the lower orders; and direct that 
their lobsters shall be boiled alive that they may dook 


a 


vice! They have eels also skinned alive, as well as-bae 
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lower orders; but they have refinements on these cru- 
elties, I am told that the lower orders never think of. | 
have heard of crimp cod, and crimp salmon :—but I did 
not know in what the difference consisted till the other 
day that | took up a morning paper ; when I found that 
the flesh of a diving fish is cut in slices from head to 
tail; and that “ as the animal dies writhing in torments 
which no jack-ass ever felt, the flesh becomes ji” 
through the sudden agonized contraction of the muscles 
and nerves :—in order, the paper added, that people of 
Mr. Martin’s rank in life might have firm fish, at avy 
rate of money, or cruelty.” I wonder whether Mr. Mar-~ 
tin ever thought of cruelty, while munching crimp cod! 


I am also told that people of Mr. Martin’s rank, whip_ 


sucking pigs to death, in order to raise “ delicious 
“* blisters,” and “to make the crackling luxuriously 
‘‘ crisp!” And they do say, that the eyes of the piping 
bullfinches, which are sold to gentlemen and _ ladies, 
at Mr. Von Battall’s, in St. Martin’s Lane, have 
their eye-balls scooped clean out; because the 
birds sing best when every atom of the eye is 
removed ; and because “ gent!emen of Mr. Martin’s 
rank,” must have birds that sing exquisitcly. | 

But the “ gentlemen” have not yet exhausted, their 
ingenuity. J am. further informed that they are famous 
for patties made of the liver of geese ; and that these patties 
are not uncommon at the tables of the gentlemen of Mr. 
Martin’s rank. “ In order to obtain these livers of a 
becoming size, it is necessary to sacrifice the beast itself. 
Forcibly crammed with solid food, deprived of all drink, 
und placed close to a great fire, before which-it is nailed 
by the feet on aplank, itis left to die of an enlar,ement 
of the precious morsel.” Yet the eaters of the Stras~ 
burg patties enact laws to preveut cruelty among jack- 
ass drivers! This is enough to make a pig laugh :—and 
when Toby, the learned pig, gives lectures on heads, 
which I understand he is about to do in the winter, | 
hope he will introduce a digression between his comments 
on the head of Mr. M. and that of the jack-ass, to point 
out these amiabie legislatorial inconsistencies. 

[ remain, Sir, your’s, &c. 
A DRIVER OF FOUR LEGGED ASSES. 

Bandy Row, Sep. 24, 1822. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. CXIII. 


, 





«¢ My Masters of misrule! I have a crow to plack with you.” 


Orv Pray. 





670. Let us see, whether a House of Commons, full of of- 
ficers and Court pensioners, will answer those noble and lau- 
dable ends of their Constitution. And here indeed I begin 
already to be ashamed of my undertaking: the proof of the 
negative is so ridiculous, that it looks teo much like a jest, to 
ask any one in his wits, whether a Parliament filled with delin- 
quents will ever call themselves to an account, or what account 
will be given if they should ? Whether an assembly of public 
robbers will sentence one another to be punished, or to make 
restitution? Whither it is possible our grievances can be re- 
dressed, committed as they are by pérsons from whom there is no 
higher power to appeal? Whether there is any hope of justice, 
where the malefactors are the judges? Whether his Majesty 
can be rightly informed in affairs relating to himself or the pub- 
lic, when they are represented to him only by such persons as 
design to abuse him? Whether the public accounts will be 
faithfully inspected, by those who embezzle our money to 
their own use? Whether the King’s prerogative can be law- 
fully maintained by such as only pervert it to their own sinister 
ends and purposes? Whether a Parliament can be a true ba- 
lance, where all the weight is only in one scale? Or, lastly, 
whether a House of Commons can vote freely, who are either 
prepossessed with the hopes and promises of enjoying places, 


or the slavish fear of losing them ?—The danger of Mercenary 
Parliaments, 1698. 


671. What I lament, as the greatest misfortune that can 
threaten the public liberty, is to see the eagerness with which 
our nobility, Lorn to be the guardians of the Constitution 
against prerogative, solicit the “badge of military subjection, 
not merely to serve their country lr times of danger, which 
would be commendable, but in expectation to be “continued 
soldiers when tranquillity shall be restored, and to be under 
military command during life. When I see this strange but 
melancholy infatuation so prevalent, I almost despair of the 
og [f it should go on in proportion as it has of late, 


Vou. IX. No. 13, 
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[ fear the time will at last come, when independence on the 
Crown will be exploded as unfashionable. Unless another 
spirit possesses our Nobility, unless they lay aside their military 
trappings, and think they can serve their country more effec- 
tually as Senators than as Soldiers, what can we expect but to 
see the system of military subordination, extending itself 
throughout the kingdom, universal dependance upon Govern- 
ment influencing every rank of men, and the spirit—nay, the 
very form of the Constitution destroyed? We have generally 
beaten the French, and always been foolish enough to follow 
their fashions. I was, however, :n hopes, that we should never 
have taken the fashion of French Government; but from our 
numerous armies and the military turn of our Nobility, I am 
afiaid we are running into it as fast as we can; and unless 
something can be done to bring back our Constitution to its 
first principles, we shall find we have triumphed—only to 
sake ourselves as wretched as our enemy,—that our conquests 
are but a poor compensation for the loss of our liberties ;—in 
a word, that, like Wolfe, falling in the arms of victory, we 


are most glortously—undone !—Letter to two Great Men, 
1760. 





672. Your Lordship complains of the growth of infidelity ; 
nor (according to the modern use of the phrase) are your 
Lordship’s complaints needless. We have multitudes in this 
nation,—and may the number daily increase !—that do not 
always believe neither worship the clergy, It has indeed been 
the complaint of every age, that the former times were better 
than these. The cry is as stale asit is common. But do infi- 
delity, immorality, and profaneness grow? Whiat can be the 
reason of this?) Are the clergy who ought to be the advocates 
of Christianity, and guardians of our liberties, grown more igno- 
rant than in former times? Or are they grown more profligate 
aid wicked? Do their lives make atheists, or their doctrines 
slaves? Whatever infidels may pretend, your Lordship will 
not suggest this. In the body politic, wicked governors and a 
corrupt administration propagate corruption among all inferior 
ranks of subjects; and is it not the same as to religion! Are 
the times bad? it is your Lordship's and the clergy’s business 
to make them better. It is in your power to reform the world, 
to bring virtue into fashion ; and it is with an ill grace men 
complain of evils of their own begetting. Is it matter of fact, 
that the number of unbelievers daily increases? What accouut 
is then to be given of the vigilance and conduct of a pompous 
spiritual soldiery, retaine: for the service of the church: of 
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truth? Are they not blessed with national honours and prefer. 
ments? Is not the world prejudiced on their side? Have they 
not the advantage of a good cause; and yet, after all an une- 
qual match for a few naked unbelievers? Surely, my Lord, 
they ill deserve to be kept in constant pay, who are either too 
Jazy to fight, or too unskilful to conquer, when the opposition 
is so weak and trifling. Superstition has been generally the 
parent of infidelity; and the long ago exploded absurdities 
and traditions of divine right, uninterrupted succession, 
&c. which have been vamped up afresh, and retailed abroad 
by some of our modern hierarchical champions, speaks them 
better qualified to increase the doubts and confirm the preju- 
dices of unbelievers, than to satisfy cand remove them. When 
the nostrums of a party are dressed up as the essentials of Chris- 
tian worship, no wonder if persens of volatile dispositions 
should confound truth and error, and reject Christianity itself 
as an imposture.—Rev. Owen. Remarks on Two 
Charges delivered by Dr. Smallbrohe, Lord Bishop of Lich- 
field, &c, (2d. Edit.) 1740. 


673. Oppression will beget rebellion. It is the worst of all 
had policy. It oppresses its own resources. Oppression be- 
gets a fresh necessity of oppressing. What it extorts to day 
will be deticient to-morrow. The end is defeated by the means. 
Power must be kept up to enforce violence and to deter resist- 
ence, Wants encrease as the resources diminish. Authority 
will know. of no denial. Corporal punishments are inflicted, 
and death. Thus the impossibility of avoiding, where there is 
no temper to the evil, forces to defiance. The law of despo- 
tism iss self-destroying principle, infallible, unavoidable. The 
utmost in its power is to protract the evil day. When the 
members are lopped off which were its support, how is this 
enormous body tostand? It must fall, decay, and perish. So 
much fortyranny.—Colonel Capper. Observations on the pas- 
sage to India through Egypt, (3 Ed.) 1785. 





674. When those whom Heaven distinguishes o’er millions, 
And showers profusely power and splendor on them, 
Whate’er the expanded heart can wish,—wlien they, 
Accepting the reward—neglect the duty, 

Or, worse, pervert those gifts to deeds of ruin,— 
Is there a wretch they rule—so base as they ?— 
Guilty at once cf sacrilege to heaven, 
And of perfidious robbery to Man! 
David Mallet. Dramatic Works. 1765. 
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675.—The great Pope Sixtus the Fifth, owed his triple 
crown to the keeping of pigs, and from a mean swineherd 
mounted till he came to be chief of another herd,—still pre- 
serving an analogy between his first and last employments !— 
Thomas Gordon. A modest Apology for Parson Alberoni. 
1719. 


676, The Fanatics have changed tle method that Christ ob- 
served in calling his Apostles, and take a clean contrary course ; 
for those that he called, left their trades to follow him, as St. 
Peter did the mending of his nets. Bat these men call them- 
selves to follow their trades and him too; and as St. Matthew 
left his receiving of money, to turn apostle,—they turn apostles, 
only that they may get in to receive the money.— Sam. Butler. 
Thoughts upon Various Subjects. 1660. 





77. When the priests come intoa family, they do as a man 
that would set fire on a house: he does not put fire to the 
brick wall, but thrusts it into the thatch. ‘They work upon 
the women, and let the men alone.—Jvhn Selden. Table Talk, 
108. 
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678. And although the crime of oppression be not in this 
rank of unpardonabie crimes, yet the over-common use of it 
in this nation as if it were a virtue, (especially by the greatest 
rank of subjects in the land) requireth the King to be a sharp 
censurer thereof. Be diligent, therefore, to try, and awful to beat 
down, the horns of proud oppressors. Embrace the quarrel 
of the poor and distressed, as your own particular, thinking it 
your greatest honour to repress the oppressors: care for the 
pleasure of none, neither spare ye any pains in your own per- 
son to see their wrongs redressed; and remember of the ho- 
nourable stile given to my grandfather of worthy memory, in 
being called “* The poor man’s Kirg.” And as the most part of 
a King’s office standeth in deciding that question of meum and 
tuum among his subjects, so remember when ye sit in judg- 
ment, that the throne ye sit on is God’s, (as Moses saith) and 
sway neither to the right hand nor the left, either loving the rich 
or pitying the poor. Justice should be blind and friendless ; 
it is not there ye should reward your friends, and seek to cross 
your enemies,—-King James 1st. Basilikon Doron, 1616. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London to the Right Hon. 
George Canning. 
ON THE APPREHENSION THAT INSANITY MAY HAVE 
MADE FARTHER PROGRESS ‘IN TRE CABINET. 


‘* Learn to be wise from other's haria, 
** Aad you shall do full weil.” 


, Right Honerable Sir, you will not leave England. 
Yo on mill not hide yourself in a title, and abandon Britain 
for honorable exile. You prefe staying to brave the 
consequences of all your past insults to the common sense 
of the country, and of all those future outrages to which 
the consistency of your character may drive ' you, in sup- 
port of your new dignity. You will meet the danger of 
retribution. You will take your chance as to ministerial 
responsibility. You are valiant enough to thiak of de- 
fending the seat to which you have ‘crept, through the 
openin;s made by the penknife of your predecessor. You 
have the seals of the Foreiga Office in your pussession ! 
You have kissed his Majesty’ s hands on your appoint- 
ment; and you are, to all intents and purposes, the Se- 
cretary of State for the Forei on Department! I dare 
say that you are now chuckling over your suctess; and 
you have most probably becun to compose some of those 
brilliant orations, which are destined, in the ensuing 
winter, to lull all sensations of distress and difficulty, 
into that sweet oblivion which leaves the senses of those 
who are steeped in it, at the mercy of a Minister of State. 
Already, in ¢dea, you may be in ‘the midst of a glorious 
campaign, with Mr. Hume at your feet, overwhelmed 
with a “deluge of eloquence; Mr. Hobhouse afraid to 
enter the magic circle of your blazing wit; Sir Francis 
Burdett astonished to find the animal that was once tied 
to the crib, elevated to the rank of groom to the ordi- 
nary tribe of ministerial hacks; and the Whigs silent in 
amazement, at perceiving how easy it is for : a cunning 
~nonionne: ae upon the horns of the once redoubtable 
You. IX. No. J3. 
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John Bull. The contemplation of such a scene must 
inspire you wilh suflicient pride! To have reached so 
high a station, by any means, is glory enough for such 
an adventurer. ‘What if you did creep to the top, vou 
are there. Nay, if even creeping would not have ser ved 
your turn, unless my Lord of Liverpool had kindly drag- 
ved you up by the head and shoulders, still are you nol 
there? What, though the Chancelior, who likes net to 
see a brother-adventurer seated so near the throne, at- 
tempted to kick down your aspiring hopes, has he not 
failed, and are you not scated by his side? What, if 
he dislike your company ?—the poor old man is destined 
to endure it! What, if he deem you unfit for your si- 
tuation 2—he must bear with the mortification of seeing 
it filled by you! What, if the Great Captain of the Age 
liad rather have the post that is assigned to you ?—the 
Victor of Waterloo must bow the knee, and yield the 
palia to the Right Honorable George ( ‘anning ! And 
what are even the fr owns of Royalty to you? A King’s 
favor is not always requisite to obtain C ‘ourt promotion. 
Your Friend, Lord Liverpool, is greater, in many mat- 
tors, pone his Royal Master ; and 
‘Secure of hisfavog, you joyfully sing 
‘© While the man is fhe master, who ieves for the ———.”" 

But you are not quite sure that your visions of glory will 
he realised. Myr. Hume's ficures of arithmetic will, 
perhaps, bid defiance to your fi gures of rhetoric. Mr. 
Hithous may return again to the charge, against those 
political renegades and mountebanks who swarm on the 
henches, and round the doors of the Treasury, like wasps 
eager to sleal the honey from the working bees, and as 
ready to sting all who may venture to interrupt their 
clarious designs. sir Francis Burdett may not think 
ihe putting on of a lion’s skin has snade a lion of the 
pert, jesling, grimace-making animal he has been accus- 
iomed to make so free with. The Whigs may know 
enough of the caprices of the Court, and the power of 
tlie Borouzhmongers, to bear the political miracle of 
your elevation, without any loss of their faculties ; and 
they may, summon sufficient courage to treat the Secre- 
tary of State, as they have been accustomed to treat 
George Canning! The press will certainly pay no re- 
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gard to your new dignity ; ; and even the printer’s devils 
may laugh as heartily at somebody (who shail be name- 
less, out “of respect for a certain Act of Parliament, which 
very wisely forbids us to make too free with such gentle- 
men, for fear of bringing them into contempt), as they 
were accustomed to ‘do in the gallery of our theatres, 
when some favorite follower of the comic muse has put 
on the tragic buskin, and travestied tragedy to broadest 
farce. How could a certain irritable personage of our 
acquaintance bear this? And if an old anonymous wri- 
ter shouid start from his obscurity, and join the chorus 
vf ridicule and reprobation, what would become’ of the 
notorious jester of St. Stephen’s? I am sadly afraid 
tiat your seat will not be found ultimately worth either 
the pains taken to procure, or the vigilance necessary to 
maintain it. It has difficulties which you seem not to 
have contemplated; and dangers which wet will not 
enable you to overcome ; as you have ao other weapon, 
it is possibie that you may find it as necessary to apply 
io a jew-boy for some effectual means of escaping the 
intolerable pressure of your greatness, as your predeces- 
sor. Inhonest anxiety for your welfare, let me ask 
you if you nave no fears that your senses may not fail 
you? Your predecessor was always deemed much 
firmer of nerve, and far less irritable of temper, than 
yourself{—and yet he became giddy. and hurled himself 
from the precipice into the dark abyss. Are you vain 
ensuch to imagine you can stand unaffected, where he 
was unable to maintain his footing. Can you tread 
firmly where he wavered, and fell? ? Have you no ap- 
prehension that the same disorder may attack you, in 
the same situation? In these times, madness is.con- 
tagious ; and, to be candid, I think there is a strong dis- 
position to it in your peculiar organization. I think I 
have seen some symptoms of it already:—and I am 


“anxious to point them out to you before they are aggra- 


vated bey ond the possibility of cure. You will not deem 
this any affront, because you are an eminent wit; and 
you know that & gy eat wit to madness often is allied. a9 
Let me, then, for your own sake, solicit you to retreat in 
time from the possibility of infection ;—for who can tell 
that Mr. Croker is not mad already, and probably many 
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others, who have the same causes to plead as those which 
maddened Castlereagh, acting upon dispositions more 
witty, and of course more exposed to such a shocking 
maladg@ Jam inclined to believe that more ministersare 
and have been, insane, than isgenerally supposed. They 
must hove been madmen,who wanted to imposea despotism 
on America. They must ‘have been m: idinen, who have ex- 
hausted the blood ‘and treasure of Great Britain, to ease 
France of her tythes, and her taxes, and place e her ina con~ 
dition to bid defiance to this country whenever she pleases. I 
was madness to allow North America. to reap all the 
= antages of the revolutions of the Southern Continent. 
fi short, almost every step taken by English Adminis- 
trations for half a century past, have borne ail the marks 
of madness about them ; and though there has been an 
occasional display of cunning bordering on hypocrisy, 
yet this is nothing more than the s4rewdness which is 
often found in attendance upon insanity. As the 
greatest wit in the cabinet, you would have been pro- 
bably the mostinsane: but that you have hitherto moved 
in a subordinate sphere. For a short period, indeed, 
you held the situation to which you have again managed 
to get dragged up ;—and your conduct then fully proves 
the. accuracy of my apprehension with respect to the 
decay of your rational faculties. For, instead of con- 
fining your hatred to the fcreign enemies of your country, 
nothing would content you but a personal contest with 
your colleague Castlereagh, who was then secretary of 
war. Not: secing any probability of dethroning Napo- 
leon, you intrigued against your fellow minister ;—and 
on being detected in the unworthy intrigue, you, the 
pretended champion of all thatis valuable in religion and 
gover: ment, attempted to shoot the man against whom 
you had meditated even a more serious ages than the 
loss of life Did not this look like insanity? At any 
rate, would not msanity be its besi excuse? 1 am in- 
clined to believe that the malady which afflicted the 
late King isvery extensively disseminated among all our 
ae ! look forward to some more fatal proofs 
"it, than we have yet seen. Pray you, Sir, be warned ; 
oa ‘et us not have to add you to ‘the list of those. who, 
having done all the mischief they can to olhers, at last 
inflict tbe deepest on @emselyes. What fatality “deterred 
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you from sailing to India ? There the fully of the people 
is commensurate with the »adness of their rulers; and 
the former is the guarantee of the safety of the latter. 
Hi will vet be ages before Hindostan begins to enquire 
by w ‘hat right it is governed by Europeans } There you 
night have anticipated an easy and uncontrolled rale 
over prostrate millions. Here, at best, you ean only 
hope for— 


‘* A life of toil, a scene of care, 

* Which men of sense would scorn to bear : 
* Aad if 2 nation’s plundec pay 

* ‘Tie mean desire of sordid SWaV w 

* A nation’s justice may arise, 

© Aad clan a filling s: acrifice,”? 


If there existed in this country a amoral tribunal to 
which cases of political insanity might be neni. Iam 
much incliaed to believe that a statute of mora/ and po- 
liticad lunacy wight be obtained against you, for what 
of your political c onduct is now before the public. You 
have undertaken to defend the system as it is, and be- 
cause it is What it is. 

its blemishes in your eyes are its excejlencies. Its 
corruptions are with you its advantages. You contend 
that minions and hirelings are requisite in the House of 
Commons; and thata system which furnishes them is 
therefore good. You contend that the system should be 
made for the beneiit of a few; and you contend that it 
is good, because it opp sresses the many! You have 
declared that the English Constitution was only intended 
for the peculiar advantage of the higher orders ; and you 
proclaim its praises because the “* dower classes,’ do not 
participate in its benefits; which you also proclaim they 
have no right to do, notwithstandi ing you yourself have 
immediately sprung from the lower ch asses, all of whom 
must necessarily have the same rights with 3 yourself ! 
And you have done all this because you have been 
permitted to sit down and ext at the banquet which the 
spoil of the people has furnished! If this be not mad- 
ness, | know of no aberration from reason, which. can 
deserve the name. In support of these insane ductrines, 
you have also defended the eanton and unprovoked 
slaughter of those who impugned them. If this be not 
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madness, we have nothing in the extreme of politicad 
depravity that deserves the name. Ido not mean to say 
that this isa species of madness for which burying in a 
cross road, wien it terminates in personal suicide is an 
adequate or an appropriate punishment; but it is a spe- 
cies of insanity, far more gross and dangerous, when at- 
tached to the rulers of states, more than any other which 
operates in private circles; and when nations learn to 
consider freedom as the most valuable of all property, 
they will no sooner entrust sordid or despolic madmen 
with their liberty, than a man would consign his estates 
to the guardianship of drunken, cambling, or idiotic 
executors. 

Now, Sir, suppose for a moment, the nation were te 
recover from the stupor into which amazement at an 
unexpected result has plunged it, and assume the attitude 
which it has done more than once, when its interests 
have been placed in similar jeopardy! What would you 
do? Have you courage enough to order the blood of 
your fellow creatures to bé shed in st upport of tue horrid 
system Which you admire, only because 1 you have pro- 
fitted by it? Are you prepared to arm father against 
son, brother against brother, friend against fric ond, and Lo 
endanger the existence of the state, as a nation for ages 
to come, to support a system, the abuses of which you 
must know, because by those abuses your pockets have 
been filled, ‘and your ne ambition has been grati- 
fied? If you dare answer these questions in the affirma- 
tive, you have others to answer, to which the reply may 
not be so entirely to your own satisfaction. Will the 
public war upon itself at your command? ave you 
sufficient influeuce to excite such unnatural conflict ? 
Will one half of the people be besotted enough to sacri- 
fice themselves, that you may continue in office, and 
that your beloved —— of abuses and corruptions may 
escape Reform? You may ec ertainly calculate to a great 
extent on public fol y,and public credulity :—but will 
they bear a// that you and your aystem would lay upon 
them? Do you imagine there is no limit to the forbear- 
ance of the people?) [*o you think the British Lion will 
never be roused from his torpid trance? Do you 
suppose that the patieyce upon which you trample 





. THE BLACK DWARE. 459 


ean never be exhausted? Or is it- upan the subdued 
spirit of the people which vou caleulate. Do you believe 
that the slaves of Castlereagh must necessarily be the 
tools of Mr. Canning ¢ Ido not Anow that you are 


wrong, if you build upon the latter reasons. I have seen 
enough of the base servility of the aye—of its fears to 


stir in its own behalf—and of its coward-like desertion of 


those who have fought its battles, te the consequences of 
the relentless persecution of the tyrant- few—and I con- 
fess that [ count but little upon its virtues, or upon its 
disinterested patriotism. Commerce has corrupted ihe 
national character; but in the decay of commerce—in the 
poverty that a bad system has produced—in the general 
wreck of all selfish interests, as a consequence “of the 
pressure of the system, T think [am warranted in as- 
suming that the frantic courage of desperation will be at 
last rouse! into action:—and where’ will you then fly, 
when resistance will be vain, and coercion impossible, 


from the storm you will have gathered? Nature herself 


would destroy your system, if all human opposition to it 
could be destroyed. It would of itself produce a revolu- 
tion, as its necessary end. It can have no other termi- 
nalion, if permilted to die a natural death. Revolution 
is the bourne towards which it travels, and in which it 
must be tnevitabdy buried. In supporting it, therefore, 
itis YOU who court revolutcon—YOU, who are pre- 
paring the way, by producing the necessity, for revo- 
lution :—and it is you, therefore, who should be de- 
nounced as the grand innovator—the great agitator—the 
leading cause of those convulsions, in which “the envy 
‘Cand admiration of the world” seems likely to expire. 
Dr. Lushington very correctly stated, at the Horns Ta- 
vern, * kkevelution would precede Reform.” If you are 
enabled successfully to oppose a Reform, you will vegify 
his prophecy. Ifa timely Reform does not preclude the 
necessity of Revoiulion, it is certain that Levolution will 
ensue :—and those who fiave any interests at stake in 
* existing institutions,’ should he wise in time, and 
procure the best indemnity for them which they are able. 
Otherwise, a period will come, when they must be sacri- 
ticed without any consideration. 
No one is better aware than yourself, that the people 
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have little to dread from Revolutions. The ijury suct: 
an event could inflict upon any aalion, would be compa- 
ratively trifling; while the entire resumption of their na- 
tural power, and natural richts, would be an ample com- 


pensation for if. No Revolution ever cost humanity so 
micas the French Revelution, No other Revolution 
n cost cne tenth of the price of the Freach Revolution: 
-and yet, dear as that moventent was to thousands, the 
millions have found it worth its price, with all its draw- 
Backs; aid millions yet uuborn, shall live to bless aud 
perfect its advantages. One seneration suflered severely ; 
but not more severely than every prior generation had 
suffered from royal folly, or imperial ¢ cuilt:—while hun- 
dreds of generations shall rise to hail the authors of that 
Revolution, as the benefactors of mankind. It is there- 
fore possible, if you persist in the course you have adopi- 
ed, that you may, indirectly, confer some benefit upon 
the world, by contributing to that full and effectual 
change w hich aa encreased oppression on the part of the 
system, cannot fail to produce :—and as the French Re- 





volution would never have occurred, had the yoke of 


despotism been at all tolerable, you may be destined to 
render the British system so intolerable, as to accelerate 
the fall of the boroughmongers by some twenty years, 
which, by a discreet use of their usurped powers, they 

misht ‘be enabled to retain, perhaps, for that period. Vt 
is therefore not quite impossible but you may have a 
corner in some national Pantheon, as well as the reese 
who saved Rome by their cackling, without any inten- 
tion on their part to save the State. 

But, should the degencrate baseness of the age suffer 
you to remain at the helm, are you quite sure ‘that the 
national forbearance will benefit you more than it did 
your predecessor? Was not he, in his wéserable tri- 
umphs over the brave and the honest, even more mise- 
rable than he made belter men? What availed it him, 
that he was the companion of lin Sit the political 
playfellow of Kings, and the idol and envy of the ambi- 
tious world? Look at his wretched end. See the per- 
secutor of others wreak his vengeance upon himself! 
Would it not have been far more honourable to have 
fallen by the hands of an assassin, than thus to have pe- 
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rished by hisown? Go, fling yourself upon bis grave,— 
reflect for cne hour, upoa the course of his life, aud con- 
trast them with the means of bis death ;—and then re- 
iura to the duties of your office ‘* with what appetite 
*“¢ you may !’—salisfied that if the same path should not 
lead to the same end, it must lead to a life equa'ly mise- 
rable, and to @ death only noticed by indiflerence, or 
exultation. Should you like to participate in the obse- 
quies of your predecessor ? Would the public execra- 
tion be music ?—or consoling to your spirit ?—or w ould 
all tlhe wealth you could accumulate in defiance of public 
opinion, compensate at your dying hour, for the want of 
public respect? Ask yourself whether the thousands of 
the public money which you received under the pretence 
of an embassy to Portugal, were ever worth to your pri- 

vate feelings, a thousandth part of the public odium 
which that shameless job entailed upon all who were 
parties to it? Ask yourself whether you believe in the - 

validity of one syllable of your publicly-stated objections 
to that Reform of which you are the‘publie opponent ?— 
It would be an easy task to direct you to many other 
self-cxaminations whieh would be far more salutary than 
pleasant to your feelings ;—but having offered you some 
few means by which you may obtain a knowledge of 
yourself, and of the situation in waich you sland, with 
respect to the country, I shali defer aay further observa- 
tions, until I perceive what use you are likely to make 
of thoso that are already before you. 

I remain, a 


THE ) BLAC Hit DWARPE. 





STATE COR RUPTION NO MODERNNOVELTY. 
TO THE EDITOR. 

Pray, Mr. Dwarf, has it never occurred to you lo 
remark that all the preal “ constitutional authorities, 
_as they are called, of this couutry—all those reat men 
to whom we are continually referred in our childhood, 
as medels of patriotism, and the best.specimens of po- 
litical intregrity—were dowaright radical reformers 
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—and if they had lived in the present age, would have 
beén among the most prominent iste of the persecu- 
tion of the Bridge-street Gang, the Vice Gang, and 
the other gangs, that plague our political hemisphere 
worse than the musquitoes torment the Johnny New- 
comb’s of the West Indies. I have not now leisure to 
enter into a full view of this subject ; but the following 
scraps Which J met with in half an hour’s perusal le st 
night in the shape of notes to that excellent poem, by 
Mr. Norihmore, called “ WaAsnHINGTON oR Line RTY 
RESTORED,’ will amply prove my leading proposition: 
—and perhaps make som2 knaves blush, who have been 
villainously persecuting living worth for maintaining the 
very principles for which the scoundrels preteni to praise - 
the dead. 

Of the monied interest, one great source of the re~ 
spectability of the day, Lord Chatham in 1770, spoke 
as follows :— 

‘“* My Lords, while T had the honour of serving his 
Majesty, 1 never ventured to look at the trea SUTY, “but 
ata distance. [tis a business that [am unfit fer, and 
to which I never could haye submitted. The little | 
know of it, has not served to raise ry opinion of what 
is vulearly called the monied interest. T mean that 
blood-sucker, that muck-worm, which calls itself’ the 
friend of government, that pretend to serve this, or 
that adiministration ; and may be purchased on the same 
terms, by any administration—that advances money 
to government, and takes special care of its own emolu- 
me nts.” 

Of the respect we should pay to Lhe aezristry, what- 
ever it may be, Lord ¢ ‘batham gives us the following 

‘xample:—“ Let me tell vou” (sa aid be, s} peaking of the 
administration in {770) “6 whoever tl hey were, ‘I raphe 
care of what consequence, they were either Saks re 
knaces. Uf the latter, they deserved to be treated vith 
tie just contempt of an injured people. If the former, 
they ought to have been sent to school before they were 
suffered to take the lead in rublic office.” 

It would seem from the following extract from a 
speech of the same manly statesman, that the late scene 
in the cabinet, relative to the admission of Mr. Canning, 
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is an emprovement of the system of his day, when the 
minister, if not accountable to the nation, remained ac- 
countable to the King. From the triumph of Lord Li- 
verpoo! over the inclinations of royalty, it may be infer- 
red that the minister is now so completely seated in the 
place of the King, that he is accountable to none but 
himself. 

“¢ The word minister (said Chatham) has been itis 
much misunderstood of late, It has a British and « 
French signification. In the British sewse it signifies a 
servant of the § ’arliament, a servant of the people as well 
as of the crown. The French sense of the word minister, 
my lords, is one who acts én place naib te hing, one who 
is accountable to none but the King, let him be guilty of 
never sO many miscarriages or mismanagements. lam 
sorry to see it; but we seem of late to have adopted this 
last sense of the word. Ministers of Great Britain seem 
to be as absolute as they are in France.” 

Of the cmimaculnte purity of the House of Commons, 
Lord Chatham entertained no better idea than the most 
determined of our radical writers. On this subject he 
saysS:— 

** Whoever understands the theofy of the English con~ 
stitution, and will compare it with the fact, musf£ see at 
once how widely they differ. We must reconcile them 
to each other, if we wish to save the liberties of the coun- 
try. We must reduce our political practice as nearly as 

ossible to our politieal principles. The constitution in- 
tended that there should bea permanent relation between 
the constituent and representative body of the people. 
Will any man aflirm that, as the House of Commons is 
new constituted, that relation is in every degree preserv- 
ed. My lords, it is nag preserved. IT IS DESTROY- 
ED.” 

The pliable disposition of the Tlouse of Commons was 
as loudly denounced during the American war, as it is at 
present. The Duke of Richmond “ boldly affirmed that 
government Was carried on soledy through the means of 
bribery and corruption; that all test. of public conduct 

was laid aside, which depended upon freedom of thought, 
or freedom of acting.” The éudiscriminate support mi- 
nisters received, to whatever measures they thought pro- 
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per to propose, though ever so ruinous and destru clive. 
furnished datly proofs of it. Lord Shelburne coiidema- 
ed the shameful subserviency of parliament, and dBlaces 
that “ before the country or its constitution,could be 
recovered, that corrapt house must be new-modelled. 
It is at present (said he, in 1778) the source ef ail cor- 
gern and misfortunes ; and if all other means should 
fail, (he people wiil probably rise and drag their cor- 
rupt and venal representatives from Cheer seats.” 


Perhaps Mr. [obhouse took his idea of ** palling out 
“* sham representatives by the shoulders,” from this lat- 


ler passage ; but we do not read that Lord Shelburne 
was comimiited to Newgate, or sent io the Tower, for 
the “ dibel.” The House was more moc: sécthen, than 


it isnow. Like a prude whose first slip is detected, it 
aflected to blush at the charges preferred agvainst it. 
Now it is a very vixen in its fury ; for having lost all 
pretensions to purity, it has deemed it advisable to storm 
through the accusation, and to set its bullies to punish 
the znsolence of doubting its virtue. 

Lord Chatham thus denounces virtual representation, 
as it respected America; but perhaps he thought any 
thing would do for England. 

“The idea of a virtual represeniation of America in 
this Llouse, is the most contemptible idea that ever 
entered into the head of a man. It does not deserve a 
serious refutation. The Cummons of America, repre- 
sented in their several assemblies, have cver been in the 
possession of the exercise of this, their natural right, of 
giving and granting their own money. ‘They would have 
been slaves if they had not enjoyed it.” 

Even Mr. Burke mentioned “ with horror the idea of 
tearing a man from his family and friends the other side 
of the Ati: watic, anil tearing his heart out in Smithfield, 
styling it the heart of a éraitor, because he would not 
believe in viréuad r epresentation— aud because he would 
not believe that America was part of the Manor of 
Greenwich \” 

The Earl of Halifax, in those days, observed, that 
“ The distinguishing and sole sign of a people’s ‘being 
tree, is that of their ‘being gov yerned by those laws, and 


those men they approve Pot.” Af so, We may certainly 
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write down tliat Britain is not free; for she is neither 
governed by the laws, nor the men, that her reason ap- 
proves of :—and of course would be justified in an 
attempt to mend her -condition. But how? The 
people would be called rebels if they did. And 
since the period when these extracts were delivered, 

we have changea,ideas wonderfully on this subject also. 
When the term rebel was applied by Lord North to 
General Montgomery, on the news of his fall in attempt- 
ing to capture, Quebec, Mr. Fox rose and remarked, 

‘the term 7 ebel was no certain mark of disgrace. and 
therefore he was the less earnest to clear him of the im- 
putation; for that all the great assertors of liberty, 
the sav iours of the country, the benefactors of mankind, 

in al! ages had been called rebels: —that they even owed 
the constitution which enabied them to sit in that [Louse 
to a rebellion.” 

Bless me! how horrible this language would sound in 
the present age! Yet it did little mischief when it was 
spoken. The people were sunk in a determined lethargy, 
from which nothing could wake them. They had not 
been pinched enough! And those who were asvake, saw 
that they must feel before they could be made sensible 
of their danger. ‘* That the spirit of the people (said 
** Gov. Johnstone) should be so long deceived by their 
** (the sham representatives’) art and | managemeut, is to 
me astonishing, J shall wait patiently some farther 
calamity, for no reasoning can affect their narrow 
“minds!” Almost a century of shaking and pinching 
has, however, produced some symptoms of a disposition 
to wake at last; and whether they have slept away their 
rational faculties, or their physical powers, remains to 
be determined: but if they retain their senses, and 
should choose to exert them without asking leave of Mr. 
Canning, or licence of Lord Liverpool, [ will just tell 
them what Lord Talbot said, for their encouragement: 
“¢ There is no great reason to emagine that those who 
** choose a form of government for themselves, will be 

** mistaken in their choice.” 


«~ 


Cs 
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Yours, &c., 
SENEX. 
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EASTER OFFERINGS — CHURCH IMPOSI- 
TIONS. 
Case OF Mr. PETER Watson. 

Our readers may probably remember that we inserted 
a notice in the Dwarf, from Mr. Peter Watson, of Ches- 
ter-le-Street, relative to his dispute with the clergy 
about aster Offerings. He wag then in hopes that he 
had defeated an impudent demand, having clearly ascer- 
tained that there was xo law which sanctioned this im- 
positicn. [ft is not enough, however, in this country, to 

have the law on one’s side, avainst a wealthy oppouent ; 
since it is in the power of riches to render that a means 
of destruction which was intended to shelter and protect 
the poor from injury, The church has contrived to en- 
tangle I ‘Ir. Watson in its “ net of daz ;” and though it 
may lose its Easter Offerings in the single instance, it 
hopes by the ruin of a zealous opponent, to intimidate 
all others into an acquiescence in its demands, lest similar 
consequences may follow their refusal to submit to such 
aclaim. We have been asked for our advice, as many, 
Wwe are informed, are disposed to resist the imposition, if 
it can be done effectually. There is some difficulty in 
giving advice in such a matter. Patience, and perse- 
verance, we are satisfied, would set aside the claim en- 
tirely, because it is not founded upon any law of the land, 
either written, or unwritten ; but it must not be disguised, 
that if the church is disposed to enforce the claim, she 
has the means of making her opponents pay dearly for 
their endeavour to protect “themselves from such plunder. 
Ifa neighbourhood was uranimous, or nearly so, in its 
refusal to pay, the chance of injury to individuals would 
be the less; and the best means of avoiding personal 
injury W ould be to support Mr. Watson in his Tesistance. 
There is no law, we repeat, to warrant the clerical 
claim of Haster Offerings, or any similar dues. We are 
astunished at the audacity which can set up the claim— 
knowing, as the priesthood must know, that all these 
offerings were entirely voluntary in their origin; and 
still further, that these voluntary offerings, which were 
mate at the festivals of the church, were never intended 
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to swell the coffers of the priest, but fo ftll the bellies of 
the poor. ‘These offerings were the contribution of the 
rich to the wants of the poor, that all might be enabled 
to rejoice at the festivals. It is probable that the priest 
always intercepted a@ dittle ; but the nature of the offering 
in the Roman Catholic communion, under which it was 
introduced, is clear and indisputable. The church made no 
claim but upon the justice of its congregation. It assigned 
no cause but charity for the request it made, not im be- 

half of itself, but of the poor. It named no sym—it 
specified 20 amount. ‘Those who could spare any thing 
brought their offerings ; and those who had nothing to 
vive, were entitled to recezve. The priest was the al- 
moner—nothing more. But, in the natural progress of 
cunning, on the one hand, and negligence on the other, the 
offering degenerated into a money payment on the part of 
the rich, and the priest being permitted to put itonce into 
his pocket, very naturally mistook it for his own, and 
forgot to divide it amongst the propcr owners. We know 
a living instance of a similar fraud. Every one knows 
that the voluntary contributions at the altar, among 
those who are receiving the tacrament, are meant for 
charitable purposes. We know a priest who puts these 
pence in his own pocket! and contends that they are 
his property, as areward for Ais trouble in administering 
the ceremony, though hehasanenormous salary in tythes, 
for the discharge of all his clericalduties. Marriage, 
burial, and christening fees, were alloriginally voluntary 
donations, and cntended for the poor '—though custom 
and law have now put them in the pockets of the priest. 
But Easter Offerings yet remain disputable ; and astead y- 
and unanimous resistance would set them aside. A 
iradesman of our acquaintance once disputed them at 
Birmingham, and with suecess. The church wisely 
took the hint that others might dispute them; and that 
it was belter to let the single individual escape than to 
raise a general clamour; so, after scveral summonses, 
they suffered the matter to terminate. In the course of 
this dispute, the church was challenged to produce és 
faw ;—and the only law it could produce, was an act of 
convocation, passed at Lambeth Palace, bya few priests. 
This was no daw with the magistrates ;—nor could it be 
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received in any court of law. It may be church autho- 
rity, but itis nothing else; and the church never had 
any legal power to levy taxes upon the people, by act of 
convocation. Written statute law upon the subject, 
there is none ;—nor can theclaim be defended as grounded 
upon the common law: for during the whole period 
when the common law was the directing principle, the 
Kaster Offerings were voluntary gifts, not to the priest, 
but to thepoor; and from such an ) origin nocircumstance 
can havearisen to convert a custom for the benefit of the 
poor, into a law forthe benefit of the priest. The thing 
is too ridiculous to be reasoned upon ;—but it is not too 
ridiculous to be declared law, against all reason, unless 
such an opposition js made as may deter the state from 
sanctioning the impositions of the church, We know 
the mischievous eflect of the wnion between the two:— 
and those who bring the claims of the one to the deter- 
mination of the other, may easily guess what they have 
to expect, if they leave any room for the operation of 
the well-known partiality of the parties for the interests 
cf cach other. We regret to perceive that Mr. Watson 
has heen committed to prison for an alledged contempt 
of court. This vague, indefinite, and indefinable offence, 
has been often the pretence of the most horrible punish- 
ment which indefinite imprisonment can inflict. In this 
case, he can, in reality, have committed no contempt of 
court; for no court had any legal authcrity to cite him 
before if, on such actaim. But the power is in the 
hands of bisenemies ; and be may suffer notonly wrong- 
fully, but without the probability of obtaining any redress. 
The silly boast that the weak have the same protection 
from the laws as the powerful. The only means to save 
him from further vengeance is by puble interference on 
his behalf ;—and asa sufferer in the public cause, we 
trust he will not be deserted by his neighbours, and 
those who have praised the struggles which have led him 
into his present difficulties. 
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